
HAVE	  YOU	  HEARD	  THAT	  IT	  WASN’T	  VACCINES	  THAT	  
STOPPED	  PEOPLE	  DYING	  FROM	  INFECTIOUS	  DISEASES?	  

TO	  DETERMINE	  IF	  A	  VACCINE	  WORKS	  	  
LOOK	  AT	  THE	  INCIDENCE	  OF	  DISEASE,	  NOT	  THE	  MORTALITY	  

This	  is	  what	  it	  was	  like	  to	  live	  with	  polio.	  

Thousands	  of	  kids	  had	  polio	  in	  the	  1950s	  and	  60s.	  	  
Just	  because	  they	  didn’t	  die	  doesn’t	  mean	  they	  didn’t	  suffer.	  

And	  it	  doesn’t	  mean	  that	  their	  parents	  didn’t.	  

Before	  1960	  the	  number	  of	  people	  dying	  decreased	  as	  standards	  of	  living	  and	  
health	  care	  improved.	  But	  mortality	  only	  measures	  people	  dying.	  The	  number	  of	  
people	  geDng	  sick	  with	  the	  disease	  (the	  incidence)	  did	  not	  change	  unGl	  vaccines	  
came	  along.	  These	  graphs	  illustrate	  this	  point	  for	  measles.	  	  
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